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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ESTC, ENRG, EINV, RH, SF 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED DIVERSIONS TO RHODESIA BY MOBIL OIL SOUTH AFRICA 
REF: STATE 249989 

1 . SAG PROVIDED ENTIRELY NEGATIVE REPLY TO OUR INQUIRY 
CONCERNING POSSIBILITY OF SECURING DOCUMENTS FROM 
MOBIL OIL SOUTH AFRICA. 

2. TEXT OF AIDE MEMOIRE DATED NOVEMBER 10 FOLLOWS: 

"WITH REFERENCE TO THE AIDE-MEMOIRE LEFT WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ON 12 OCTOBER 1976, THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT WISHES TO CONFIRM THAT THE 
OFFICIAL SECRETS ACT PROHIBITS MOBIL OIL SOUTH AFRICA (PTY) 

LIMITED FROM SUPPLYING THE DESIRED DOCUMENTS TO MOBIL OIL US. 
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE LAW WOULD RENDER THE COMPANY 
LIABLE TO THE PENALTIES PRESCRIBED BY THE ACT. 

"THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT REGRETS THAT IT IS NOT IN 
A POSITION TO WAIVE THIS PROHIBITION NOR DOES IT SEE ITS 
WAY CLEAR TO INTERVENING IN THE MATTER IN ANY WAY." 
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3. ON RECEIVING NOTE ECON COUNSELOR EXPRESSED 
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DISAPPOINTMENT OVER ABSENCE OF ANY FLEXIBILITY IN VIEW 
OF EARLIER HINTS BY STEYN THAT MATTER PROPERLY APPROACHED 
ON GOVT-TO-GOVT BASIS. ONLY COMMENT BY DFA OFFICIAL 
(DEPUTY SECRETARY KILLEN OF AFRICA DIVISION) WAS THAT 
OFFICIAL SECRETS ACT IMPOSED BAN ON DISCLOSURE BY ANY 
COMPANY REGISTERED UNDER SA LAWS. 

4. SINCE SAG CLASSIFIED AIDE MEMOIRE CONFIDENTIAL, WE 
SHOULD SECURE THEIR CONSENT OR INFORM THEM IN ADVANCE BEFORE 
MAKING PRECISE CONTENTS PUBLIC. 

BOWDLER 
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